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The Times 
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THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER. By Cay Talese. Illus- 
trated. World. 555 pp. $10. 



I cannot claim to have approached the subject of this 
‘‘bdolTtfrSTudod df detachnjeill. Eighteen of AtT most' 
miserable months of my life were spent as a local re- 
porter for The New York Times. It was during this pe- 
riod, 1954-55, that I first met Gay Talese. He was work- 
ing in the sports department and, as I remember, getting 
nowhere. He was terribly bright and showed it; he 
wrote exceedingly well; and he was what us boys raised . 
in the Middle West used to call a “snappy dresser.” At 
that time, none of these qualities was very helpful to 
rapid advancement at the Times and it was apparent that 
Talese was not long for the Times. 

But Talese has a problem and I suppose I have it, too 
— and it is probably shared by anyone who has ever 
worked for the Times. Even when we find it in error, or 
distorted, or just dishonest, we are reluctant, often un- 
willing, to judge the Times by those standards we use 
to measure other institutions, spiritual and temporal. 

One personal example. When Talese was correcting 
the galley proofs for this book, he called me to check 
whether the facts I had given him in an interview were 
correctly set down. They were, with one important ex- 
ception. Talese had written that I had resigned from 
the Times. I told him this was not right: I had been 
fired. “But look” he replied, “no one ever gets fired 
from the Times. They simply get moved farther and 
farther back in the newsroom where they die a slow 
death.” I begged Talese to report what I had told him; 
the fact of being fired from the Times was something 
that would look good in my resume. But he never cor- 
rected the mistake. 

This incident, trivial though it may be, suggests that 
most of us have conditioned ourselves, or have been 
conditioned by the Times, to believe that the people 
who run it are above the baser instincts and struggles of 
human existence. Well, they are not. And that is what 
this book is about Then why should anyone outside the 
field of journalism be interested in the petty jealousies, 
plots, counterplots and villains (there are no heroes) 
whichTalese so vividly describes? Given the holier-than- 
thou attitudes that ooze out of the Times every day of 
the week, the discovery of this mare’s nest is like seeing 
dirty linen hung out in a detergent factory. 

But there is more to it. The men who have run the 
Times — Adolph Ochs; Arthur Hays Sulzberger, who 
married Ochs’s daughter; Orvil Dryfoos, who married 
Arthur Hays Sulzberger’s daughter; and now Sulz- 
berger’s son, Arthur 0. (Punch) Sulzberger — are good 
and decent men. The members of this family do not run 
the Times primarily for profit (though profitable it is) ; 
they run it as a public service. (Continued on page 3) 
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